




Graduated by Years from 0 to 100 

In the Fall of 1851 
a Rochester indus
t ry  was  born. I t  
began life without 
benefit of newspa
per headlines, ora
tory, the cutting of 
ribbons or the blare 
of bands. 

A century ago 
new businesses were 
springing up all the 
time in this expand
ing mil l  town of  

some 37,000 inhabitants. With them the 
press was little concerned; not when it 
could discuss such stirring issues as the 
extension of slavery into the new terri
tories, the struggle for control of the 
Whig Party between the forces of Pres
ident Millard Fillmore and Thurlow 
Weed, the proposed enlargement of the 
Erie Canal and the promotion of a new 
railroad from Rochester into the Gen
esee Valley. 

Besides, this particular new industry 
that was fouaded in the Fall of 1851 
was such a tiny one. No one then could 
foresee its eventual greatness. It was a 
two-man, one-room industry. 

It began in the best American tradi
tion. Two young and ambitious men 
pooled their slender material resources 
and their considerable skills and energy 
and started a business-the making of 
thermometers. They rented a "plant" 
consisting of one room over the Post 
Drug Store at 4 Exchange Street, on 
the west side of that thoroughfare just 
south of the Four Corners, in those days 
the hub of the Flour City. 

The partners were David Kendall, 
aged 35, and George Taylor, a mere 
youth of 19. Both were of Yankee stock 
and both were newcomers to Rochester. 

The senior partner of the new firm 
of Kendall and Taylor brought to the 
infant btsiness a thorough mechanical 
knowledge. He had been virtually 

-raised in the thermometer business. His
father, Thomas Kendall, Jr., a Yankee
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mechanical genius, had founded in 1820 
at New Lebanon, Columbia County, 
New York, one of the first, if not the 
very first, thermometer factories in 
America. The senior Kendall, who had 
been a master mechanic in New Eng
land woolen mills, retired to live on his 
country place but kept up various me
chanical experiments. One of them was 
the making of a thermometer that 
would equal the expensive imported 
ones of that day. Thomas Kendall final
ly perfected a superior instrument, one 
which made the graduation of the scale 
coincide accurately with the varying 
calibers of the bores and therefore, as
sured a higher order of precision than 
the old system of using dividers. 

As a boy, David Kendall must have 
helped his father in his shop and, as a 
young man, he was for a time associated 
with his eldest brother, John, in the 
family business of making thermom
eters at New Lebanon. The name of 
Kendall was associated with the indus
try until the death of John Kendall in 
1892. At that time he was called the 
oldest thermometer maker in the United 
States. 

So, in 1851 David Kendall had the 
technical "know how" to give to the 
little firm in Rochester. 

His 19-year-old partner, George Tay
lor, had recently arrived in Rochester 
from his birthplace, Stoddard, New 
Hampshire, where his father was a 
prosperous farmer and a member of the 
State Legislature. An uncle had moved 
to Rochester some years before, which 
probably accounted for George Taylor's 
settling in this city on the Genesee. 

In the beginning young Taylor had 
no practical knowledge of the thermom
eter business, although he soon acquired 
it. He had an excellent business head on 
his young shoulders and a flair for sell
ing and merchandising. He took over 
the bookkeeping and selling end of the 
business, as well as looking after the 
fina,l assembly work, packing and ship
ping. Kendall did all the tube making. 
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Kendall and Taylor had no payroll 
worries. They did all the work them
selves-in their single room over the 
drug store at the Four Corners. 

Such were the humble beginnings 
100 years ago of the Taylor Instrument 
Companies, one of Rochester's major 
industries, which today occupies more 
than 400,000 square feet of floor space 
in its Ames Street plant and employs 
nearly 2,000 men and women. 

The firm's entire line in 1851 con
sisted of a few styles of tin-case ther
mometers, for which the cases were 
purchased from Taylor's uncle who ran 
a small metal-working shop; a few 
carved wood-case thermometers and 
some mercurial barometers. The wooden 
cases and metal scales were bought al
ready cut and trimmed to size, so the 
only manufacturing done by the part
ners was blowing the tubes, graduating 
the scales by hand, finishing and mount
ing. In those days, only instruments in
dicating the vagaries of the weather 
were made. They were mighty impor
tant to shippers, merchants, mariners 
and farmers, as well as to folks who just 
wanted to know how cold or how hot it 
was or whether the barometer was ris
ing or falling. 

Today the Taylor Instrument Com
panies manufacture for a world-wide 
trade not only weather instruments, but, 
also, a vast array of precision instru
ments for the household and the medi
cal profession and for the control of 
industrial processes. 

On October 31, 1851, about the time 
the two partners set up shop, they drew 
up an inventory listing total assets of 
$919. Of those actual physical assets, 
$600 was put down as "knowledge of 
the business." So the actual physical 
assets of Kendall and Taylor amounted 
to only $319 in the beginning. 

And that is a far cry from the present 
valuation of the Taylor Instrument 
Companies which runs into the mil
lions. "Great oaks from tiny acorns 
grow." The tiny acorn planted in a 
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